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SUBJECT: 





NT 


BELIEF O E^ ^Ff^lCERS _il T I NE ARMED FORCES JO! 
GENERAL STAFF’ THAT ARMY CORPS COMMANDERS WILL FORCE 


RESIGNATION OF ARGENTINE PRESIDENT IN DECEMBER 1R78 


summary 

SENIOR MEMBERS OF, THE ARGENTINE ARMED FORCES JOINT GENERAL 
STAFF REACHED THE CONCLUSION THAT A CQNF^R0$&T I ON BETWEEN THE 
PRESIDENT OF ARGENTINA AND ARMY CORPS COMMANDERS COULD TAKE 

v-3a 

PLACE DURING THE WEEK OF A DECEMBER AND MIGHT LEAD TO THE 


m 




', 4 £ & 


PRESIDENT’S FORCED RESIGNATION. THE OSTENSIBLE REASON FOR 
CONFRONTATION WOULD BE DISSATISFACTION WITH THE POLICIES OF T Kt DEC 14 1978 
MINISTER OF ECONOMY. IN LARGE PART, THEY BASE0 THEIR CONCLUSION- —— 

3N I I * n \ 


6-1JAPI 5 91979 


CHANGES WOULD OCCUR IN THE GOVERNMENT 


,.i * 4 ' 
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WARNING NOTICE 


PAGE 002 OF 


SENSITIV^ INT^iLt-'J^GEfstCE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVED 1§ 

FURTH D IS S E M1 N.ApT I 0 N AND USE OF THIS INFORMATION SUBJECT TO 

C0hfT'R l)LS^SVTA-J i6D AT BEGINn 1 NG AND END OF REPORT 

iWTEUUGthOt VIT. 


DURING THE 6EEK OF a DECEMBER WHICH MIGHT LEAD TO. THE 
PRESIDENT’S OUSTER AND ON 

Ire action, t o the president’s 23 November i<57e nationwide 


ADDRESS WHICH SHOWED THAT 6NLY "EIGH-T.-.p.E.RCENT OF THOSE INTERVIEWED 


HAD A POSITIVE REACTION TO THE SPEECH. END SUMMARY, 

1, OFFICERS of THE joint GENERAL staff of the argentine 


ARMED FORCES BELIEVE THAT ARGENTINE ARMY CORPS COMMANDERS 


WILL SEEK A CONFRONTATION WITH PRESIDENT JORGE RAFAEL 
V I D E L A DURING THE WEEK OF 4 DECEMBER AND POSSIBLY FORCE 
HIM TO RESIGN FROM OFFICE, | 


THE ECONOMIC-POLICIES OF DR, JOSE 


ALFREDa-ArfFT A R T I N 


E Z D K 


INISTER OF ECONOMY 


WOULD BE .the OSTENSIBLE REASON FOR THE CONFRONTATION. 


MAJOR GENERAL CARLOS GUILLERMO^fS U A R E „ 


>T A s 0 N, 


COMMANDER OF THE FI RST CORP S? MAJOR GENERAL LUCIANO 
^ENENDEZf COMMAND ER OF THE THIRD CORPS ? MAJOR GENERAL 
JOSE®Ta 0 U E R 0> . COMMANDER OF THE FIFTH CORPS* AND 


MAJOR GENERAL SANTIAGO OMArJ/r I V E R 0 S* COMMANDER OF YuJlt 
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SENSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVED 

FURTHER DISSEMINATION AND USE OF THIS INFORMATION SUBJECT TO 
CONTROLS STATED AT BEGINNING AND END OF REPORT 


THE MILITARY INSTITUTES# CONSIDER THESE POLICIES DISASTROUS. 
JOINT GENERAL STAFF OFFICERS BELIEVE THAT VIDELA rtOULD 
RESIGN RATHER THAN FIRE MARTINEZ DE HOZ. THEY ALSO BELIEVE 
THAT IN THE EVENT OF VIDELA'S FORCED RESIGNATION, SUAREZ MASON 


■dOULD REPLACE HIM AS PRESIDENT AND MENENDEZ WOULD REPLACE 


LT. GENERAL ROBERT. 




0 L A# AS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE 
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SENSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVED 

FURTHER DISSEMINATION AND USE OF THIS INFORMATION SUBJECT TO 
CONTROLS STATED AT BEGINNING AND END OF REPORT 


3. SEVERAL FACTORS HAVE LED JOINT GENERAL STAFF OFFICERS 


TO BELIEVE THAT THE ABOVE SCENARIO WILL TAKE PLACE, 


IDURING THE WEEK OF 4 DECEMBER SEVERAL CHANGE'S 


WOULD OCCUR WHICH MIGHT COST VIDELA HIS HOB, IN ADDTION , 


VIDELA'$ MEETING WITH BUENOS AIRES 


NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ON FRIDAY, 24 NOVEMBER',! 


|_JV I DEL A A HD DISCUSSED ONLY TWO \ 

.^TOPICS, INFLATION AND THE BEAGLE CHANNEL, ON THE FORMER SUBJECT) 

VIDELA ASTONISHED THE PUBLISHERS BY SAYING THAT SINCE ARGENTINES \ 

ARE ACCUSTOMED TO INFLATION, ITS EXISTENCE IS NOT REALLY A 

\ 

PROBLEM, HE ALSO EXPRESSED CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THE POLICIES 
OF MARTINEZ DE HOZ. VIDELA COMPARED THE BEAGLE CHANNEL DISPUTE 
TO A SOCCER MATCH IN WHICH CHILE BUILT UP AN EARLY LEAD AND 
ARGENTINA IS NOW CATCHING UP AND LOOKING FOR A TIE. IF 
ARGENTINA IS UNSUCCESSFUL IN TYING THE SCORE, IT WILL RESORT 
TO MILITARY ACTION and chile WOULD THEN LOSE, 


4 

S \ / 


4, ON 24 NOVEMBER 1978, SIDE CONDUCTED A SECRET POLL 
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SENSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVED 

FURTHER DISSEMINATION AND USE OF THIS INFORMATION SUBJECT TO 
CONTROLS STATED-AT BEGINNING AND END OF REPORT 


TO JUDGE PUBLIC REACTION TO VIDELA'S 23 NOVEMBER NATIONWIDE 


ADDRESS. THIS WAS- MADE AVAILABLE TO THE JOINT GENERAL STAFF. 

OF THOSE INTERVIEWED ONLY EIGHT PERCENT HAD A POSITIVE REACTION 
TO THE SPEECH. APPROXIMATELY 75 PERCENT WERE NOT SATISFIED 
AND 17 PERCENT EXPRESSED NO OPINION, I 


5. THE CONCLUSIONS REGARDING A PROBABLE CONFRONTATION 
BETWEEN THE CORPS COMMANDERS AND PRESIDENT VIDELA WERE REACHED 


|_|BY SENIOR OFFICERS OF THE JOINT GENERAL STAFF, THOSE 

PRESENT WERE LEONE, TE'RRILLE, COLONEL HORACIO OSCArUr^o ^\ T-A, 


COLONEL FRANCISCO OMA 


A S A L D U A, COLONEL PARDO 


ARGENT IO j yp L I V A, A NAVY COMMANDER IN THE MARINE CORPS AND 
TWO CIVILIAN ADVISORS TO BRIGADIER GENERAL RAM^jy^C^A M P S, 
J-2 OF THE JOINT GENERAL STAFF, I [COMMENT: ON THE 


_J-2 OF THE JOINT GENERAL STAFF, |_[COMMENT; ON THE 

BASIS OF COMMENTS MADE DURING THE DISCUSSION IT IS APPARENT 
THAT VIDELA HAS LOST THE' SUPPORT OF BOTH THE ARMY AND THE 
GENERAL PUBLIC AND THAT HIS REMOVAL IS LIKELY FOR INTERNAL 
REASONS RATHER THAN FOR HIS POSITION ON THE BEAGLE CHANNEL 
DISPUTE.) 
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